Systena frontalis, the red-headed flea beetle, is reported for the first time feeding on the foliage of lowbush blueberry, Vaccinium angustifolium.
L'altise à tête rouge, Systena frontalis, est observée pour la première fois sur le bleuet nain, Vaccinium angustifolium.
Contrary to most Alticinae [Coleoptera :
Chrysomelidae] which are specialized and well adapted to their host plant, members of some gênera such as Systena are polyphagous (Jolivet 1988) . Such is the case with Systena frontalis Fabricius, the red-headed flea beetle, which has been recorded from the provinces of Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Québec and New Brunswick in Canada (Campbell et al. 1989) as well as from several states in the U.S. (Chittenden 1902) . This chrysomelid was first noted in Canada in 1882 feeding on leaves of grape (Chittenden 1902 (Beirne 1971; Bouchard et al. 1993; Caesar and Ross 1929; Campbell et al. 1989; Chittenden 1902; Gibson 1921 Gibson ,1934 Guppy 1958; Hawley 1922; Hudon and Martel 1980; Jacques and Peters 1971; Peters and Barton 1969; Rivard et al. 1975; Scammel 1917; Storch et al. 1979) .
During the course of a study on the blueberry flea beetle, Altica sylvia Malloch, at Losier Settlement and Val Doucet near Tracadie (47°55' N, 64°95' W), in the northeastern part of New Brunswick, Canada, the présence of this red-headed flea beetle was noted on lowbush blueberry plants (Vaccinium angustifolium Ait.). Sweep nets, sticky traps, pitfall traps, and soil samples were used to monitor ail the life stages of A. sylvia over 2 yr, from 23 May to 8 November 1994, and from 18 May to 25 October 1995 (Ouellette 1998) . S. frontalis adults were observed on the plants both yr, from late July to the third wk of September, making numerous small holes in the leaves while feeding.
At présent, we hâve limited information on the habits and hosts of S. frontalis in New Brunswick. It was first reported from the province in 1934 where it was found feeding upon the foliage of potato, turnip, beans and clover during a small local outbreak (Gorham 1935) . In our fields, no larvae were found on the roots and the adult beetles, appearing after formation of the fruit, fed only on foliage. Consequently, because of relatively low population numbers (Table 1), the insect should not be of éco-nomie concern to blueberry growers of this province. Since this is the first reported case ever of the insect being recorded on blueberry plants, this occurrence is probably accidentai, the primary hosts being a number ofweeds such as asters, goldenrods, heal-all and lady's-thumb commonly found in blueberry fields of New Brunswick.
In our efforts to study the blueberry flea beetle adult populations, sticky traps were used on which a number of redheaded flea beetles were caught. This Table 1 . Number of A. sylvia and S. frontalis adults captured in sweep nets and on sticky traps at Val Doucet (1994 , 1995 ), and Losier Settlement (1995 
